University of New Mexico

UNM Digital Repository
NotiSur

Latin America Digital Beat (LADB)

11-3-1988

Colombia: Report On Political Violence, Oct.
27-31
John Neagle

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/notisur
Recommended Citation
Neagle, John. "Colombia: Report On Political Violence, Oct. 27-31." (1988). https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/notisur/2424

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Latin America Digital Beat (LADB) at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in NotiSur by an authorized administrator of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact amywinter@unm.edu.

LADB Article Id: 074042
ISSN: 1060-4189

Colombia: Report On Political Violence, Oct. 27-31
by John Neagle
Category/Department: General
Published: Thursday, November 3, 1988
Oct. 27: According to Defense Minister Rafael Samudio Molina, only one person died on the day
of the national strike organized by the Central Unitaria de Trabajadores (CUT). (See Chronicle
11/01/88 for a report on the strike.) The death occurred, said Samudio, in the town of Apartado,
located in Colombia's northern banana-growing region, when bombs exploded at the headquarters
of the Patriotic Union (UP) party. The minister said the bombs had been stored in the headquarters
building. Police reported that about 50 "saboteurs" were arrested in Bogota after attempting to
block entrances to workplaces, or launching attacks on buses. The minister reported that a broadbased campaign coordinated by the six rebel groups under the Simon Bolivar Guerrilla Coordinator
was initiated on Oct. 23. On the day of the strike, he said, the campaign was focused on destroying
electricity towers. As a result of guerrilla sabotage, at least 20 towns and cities in six departments
along the Caribbean coast and in northern and northwestern Colombia suffered power blackouts.
Cartagena, the principal tourism center on Colombia's Caribbean coast, was the largest city affected
by the electricity interruption. Cartagena inhabitants number 400,000. The guerrillas' plan, said
the general, included attacks on towns, military barracks, ambushes and attacks on buses. Thus
far, he said, the subversives' plan had resulted in 68 deaths, including 18 civilians. According to
a report by the Labor Ministry, in the course of the 24-hour strike, six buses were set on fire by
urban commandos in Bucaramanga, an eastern city of 350,000 inhabitants. Police sources said that
guerrillas destroyed a short stretch of railway track in Bogota, and attempted a similar operation
in Medellin. Despite an order by the Education Ministry to carry on as usual, about 80% of all
public schools suspended classes on Oct. 27 in the interest of students' safety. Oct. 29: Army troops
with helicopter support continued patrolling mountainous areas in Uraba where clashes with
rebels broke out on the evening of Oct. 28. Press reports in Bogota indicated that two soldiers and
several guerrillas died in a battle near Apartado, located close to the Caribbean coast. Col. Eduardo
Arevalo, spokesperson for the Defense Ministry, told Prensa Latina that army units were attempting
to repair three bridges destroyed in dynamite explosions by guerrillas in the Uraba region. In
Santander department, repair work continued on a bridge linking Bucaramanga and the port of
Barrancabermeja. The bridge was dynamited by rebels on Oct. 27. As of Oct. 29, electrical power had
been partially restored to population centers on the Caribbean coast. The Caracol radio network
reported that on Oct. 28, rebels occupied the town of Arboletes, Uraba department. As of Oct. 29,
about 400 rebels remained. Oct. 31: In the department of Bolivar, north of Bogota, a marine officer
was hit with machinegun fire by guerrillas who shot at a military plane. According to an official
communique, the officer died en route from the airport at Cartagena to a naval hospital. FARC and
the National Liberation Army (ELN) held responsible. In Antioquia department, guerrillas burned
a privately- owned helicopter carrying materials for repair of an electricity tower destroyed on Oct.
27, after abducting all passengers. Military reports said 13 persons may have been kidnapped the
helicopter's capacity passenger load , but that the exact number of abductees was as yet unknown.
(Basic data from AP, 10/27/88; Prensa Latina, 10/29/88; AFP, 10/31/88)
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